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We are experiencing
greater UK biodiversity

in 2009 in some ways, at least. The official
release of beavers, albeit for a trial period;
together with the news that 3 great Bustard
chicks have successfully hatched is heart-
warming. It lifts some of the gloom caused
by the credit crunch, MPs excessive expenses
claims, as well as the chaos of global warm-
ing and climate change. Nobody welcomes
pollution and its consequences, yet we have
to suffer it against our wishes. Many believe
it is because the politically naive populations
have been deliberately misled by our political
leaders.

So raising awareness of environmental
matters allows everyone to think clearly and
choose what to do about these issues rather
than blindly following selfish politicians. It
is evident to thinking people that our political
and industrial leaders often follow their own
interests inside their hidden agendas; moreo-
ver they cleverly use the language of statecraft
to camouflage these selfish policies. These ac-
tions are often based on making money for
themselves or the people who put them and
keep them in power.

Animals cannot be so deceitful. They
simply exist and give us pleasure as they get
on with their normal, natural lives. All they
have to do is to be, to exist. This is the es-
sence that our photographic exhibitions try to
capture, and was the reason why the ‘Tigers
Realm’ did so well at Liverpool Cathedral in
their ‘Year of the Environment’. The follow-
ing week the exhibition was then transferred
to Gunnersbury School to celebrate the World
Environment Day. We had much excellent
feedback from these two exhibitions and hope
for the same with the new ‘Himrain Project’
exhibition at Rickmansworth
Library.

Andy Mydellton is Vice-Chairman
and Environmental Concern Advisor,
UNESCO School’s Group UK

message from the Founder

Raising Awareness can give the power of new
thinking and choice to the public at large.
Then real changes in the environmental world
will begin from the ‘bottom up’ rather than
simply wishing for goodwill and benefits from
the ‘top down’. Only then perhaps, will we get
what we really want as we will not allow our
leaders to get in between us and our true de-
sires again.

On lighter notes, due to EU directives,
we can experience reintroduced species back
into the UK, and there are reports later here
in Conserving Wildlife. Hopefully these is-
sues will help some of the public change their
mind-sets and engage the concept of living
inside nature. Once this happens on a large
scale, the tipping point will occur and ‘bottom
up’ pressure will create all sorts of successes.

Is it likely to happen? Probably, but
successes will be hard fought and hard won.
It will take many years for little results to be
realized. I’'m pretty sure that it will take an-
other generation or two for all of our native
megafauna to be returned into the UK.

The Beach-cleaning results were also
disturbing, as nothing has yet changed for
the turtles that see plastic carrier bags as jel-
lyfish. Instinctively, they eat the bags that are
indigestible, and die. Fish also make similar
mistakes with all sorts of plastics and metals.
Birds get caught up with larger rubbish such
as fishing nets, anglers line and discarded
rope. Broken glass, fisherman’s hooks and
syringes also hurt innocent day-trippers and
family sunbathers.

The long awaited Marine Bill may ad-
dress some of these issues, although some of
us have heard more than just rumours that it
has already been watered down. Let us hope
that these are just ‘rumours’.

All the best,

SV ALy
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LEAPING LEMURS AT SINGAPORE ZOO!

A double for Singapore Z00

It was a double celebration this Spring in Singapore Zoo with
the arrivals of two members of the endangered lemur family. The
red ruffed lemur gave birth in March, shortly followed in April
by the ring-tailed lemur. The new additions were a cause of great
excitement - particularly the red ruffed lemur, being the first such
birth for the Zoo since the species was added to the collectionin 1991.

In total, there are 14 lemurs in the Zoo’s collection, several of
which are maintained off-exhibit as part of a breeding programme.
The term “lemur” is derived from the Latin for ‘ghost’, probably
because of the animals’ large reflective eyes and the wailing cries
made by some species. Lemurs are primates, related to monkeys and
apes but, unlike most primates, the female lemur is the dominant
member of the species. Lemurs belong to a separate and ancient
group called prosimians, which first appeared in records around 55 million years ago. This means prosimians predate the first
monkeys by around 10 million years, making them extremely important in evolutionary studies. Fossil prosimian remains have been
found in all corners of the world.

Sadly, lemurs in the wild have not had an easy time. Displaced in other parts of the world by monkeys and apes, the Madagascan
lemurs had lived safely for many years without competition. There, they were able to evolve into the many species known today.

Nowadays lemurs are once again threatened. Since humans arrived
on Madagascar some 1,200 to 1,500 years ago, 16 species have
become extinct, most likely due to habitat destruction and hunting.
Mainly tree-dwelling (with the exception of the Ring-Tailed Lemur),
they are dependent upon the larger fruit trees for their survival, both
for food and nesting. But it is these very trees which are the most
prized by logging companies. This, together with the Madagascan
natives’ habit of using a “slash and burn” technique to eliminate
their previous year’s crops, is rapidly destroying the lemurs’ natural
habitat. In 1987, World Wildlife International declared lemurs to
be the most gravely endangered group of primates in the world.

Singapore Zoo

Singapore Zoo is part of Wildlife Reserves Singapore and has been designated a wildlife rescue centre by the governing
authority.

Set in a rainforest environment, the zoo’s world famous “Open Concept” is home to over 2,500 specimens from 315 species,
16% of which are threatened. The Zoo has attained a strong reputation internationally for its conservation initiatives and
breeding programmes.

To better meet the healthcare needs of its animals and work towards its aspiration to become a leading global centre of

excellence for veterinary healthcare and research, a purpose-built Wildlife Healthcare and Research Centre was set up in
March 2006.

PHOTO CAPTIONS

Red Ruffed Lemur

Photo: Bjorn Olesen Written by Marilyn GraVeS

Ring-tailed lemur
Photo: Wildlife Reserves Singapore
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YOU GREAT BUSTARD!

A trio of Great Bustard chicks has been seen on Salisbury
Plain, Wiltshire. It 1s the first time since 1840 that this has
happened. For 177 years the Bustard has been extinct in the
UK, and with no realistic chance of returning without a de-
liberate reintroduction programme. So under European Union
legislation (the Habitats Directive, 1992) the government is
obliged to reintroduce animals back into the UK wherever it
is possible.

It took many years for a feasibility study to confirm that the
Bustard could exist in the UK countryside once more. There-
fore a 10 year trial from 2004 began. Since then releases have
been made each year, and will continue to 2013. There have
been casualties, but also successes from every year of release.
However, this news of 3 new chicks shows that the Great
Bustard should be back for good — let’s hope so!
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BEAVERING AWAY IN SCOTLAND

At last the Beaver has returned to the UK — even if it is only for a 5
year trial period. The Beaver is now the first mammal to be deliber-
ately reintroduced into the UK countryside and can now be found in
Knapdale Forest in Argyleshire. Beavers were overhunted for its pelt
and became extinct over 400 years ago except for a few privately
owned individuals kept in huge enclosures.

Alongside other conservation groups the Foundation for Endangered
Species campaigned for this reintroduction. Whilst the previous
Scottish government refused permission, the present government
acceded to our lobbying and gave the go-ahead. This was despite
the proven fact that Beavers are a ‘Keystone species’. Beavers build
dams that create ponds; in turn these increase fish stocks, improve
water quality and increase biodiversity such as flowers and insecti-
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Dear FES

I’ve recently taken over an allotment and am loving every minute of it. ’'m trying
to be as ‘green’ as possible by not using chemicals etc and growing the right
sort of flowers for butterflies as well as vegetables for me and I’'m not using
peat. Gardeners have used so much peat over the years that British peat bogs
and mosses have almost disappeared. But while many firms are selling peat free
mediums, others are simply importing peat from other countries, such as Ireland.

As so often happens - just moving the problem on.

The trouble is, the modern trend is for easy, ‘instant’ gardens. TV has a lot to
answer for with every programme apparently starting with stripping everything
out and dumping it in a skip. Just what happens to the contents of those skips we
fill in our pursuit of our instant gardens and what happens to the creatures that for

years have been hiding in those untidy corners?

I did a lot of clearing, of course, but I’ve also left bits and I’'m planning to dig a
small pond as I regularly find frogs in my compost heap. Others have had grass
snakes. I don’t suppose I’'m going to find any rare species in my little plot in south
London, but you never know — we do have bumblebees. At any rate, I might be
doing a little something towards making sure that the wildlife which is still in

good supply stays that way.

Albert Budden

Twickenham

CORRESPONDANCE

Dear FES

I would like to know what line FES and its readers take on the cloning of
endangered animals. I’ve read a few bits about it recently but there seem to be a

lot of mixed feelings about it.

I read somewhere that scientists managed to clone an extinct species of
mountain goat (I’m not sure how that was possible but apparently it worked).
But unfortunately, the new-born kid only lived for a few minutes because of its
deformed lungs. It seems this is a problem that cloning hasn’t sorted out yet. As
an animal lover, this sounds horrible to me and I can’t help thinking that all these
scientists really care about, is getting their names down in a book somewhere for

being the first man to clone a panda or whatever.

Surely, the answer is educating people to make sure that our beautiful animals
don’t face extinction in the first place. In fact, if anything, I would have thought
that refining cloning techniques could work against preservation. If cloning is an
option, isn’t there a possibility of people thinking, “Oh well, what does it matter
about conserving these animals. We’ll carry on hunting (or whatever) and just

clone a load more when they run out.” Or am I just being cynical?

Elizabeth Adams

Colchester

Andy Mydellton answers these letters in the next issue... so find out next time!

Dear FES

I was shocked to read on the Ulster Wildlife Trust’s website that they aren’t fully
supporting the protection of the Irish hare.

The Trust says that the Irish hare isn’t proved to be in decline. I don’t live in
Ireland, but I have family there who I visit frequently and who live in rural
northern Ireland. They are convinced that numbers have obviously dropped
over the years. Hardly any Irish hares are seen nowadays and those that are, are

seriously threatened by hunting and coursing.

Records kept by country estates show that numbers dropped by around 80%
between 1900 and 1970. The Department of Agriculture reported a decline of
50% between 1986-1995 while a survey published last year found only 187 hares

in existence.

Yet the Ulster Wildlife Trust says there is no long term evidence that the Irish
hare is endangered, as numbers fluctuate anyway. Surely reports from 1900 to
2008 are long term enough? How long do we have to wait before the decline in

numbers is accepted as being a problem and someone will do something about it?

The trouble is, by then it may well be too late. This unique animal needs protection

now, by including it in the Wildlife Order of Northern Ireland.

Michael Stacey

Leytonstone
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“The Tiger’s Realm” Photographic Exhibition at
Liverpool Cathedral

Email
Just a quick email to say the exhibition has been a success...
From the education offices — liverpool cathedral

In our Visitor’s Book, some of the comments from around the world included. ..
Tuki — japan, unbelievable

Flora — liverpool, fantastic magneficent

Katya — Tashkent, we love it

Marcin k — poland, its wonderful

Andres molate — colombia, excellent

Dlinde Le — spain, wonderful!

Welcome to easyfundraising, easyfundraising provides a FREE fundraising serv-
ice where you can raise funds for FES when you shop online.

Choose from over 600 of the UK’s best-known retailers including many popular
names such as NEXT, Amazon, Debenhams, Argos, John Lewis and HMV, and
when you shop using the links on the website up to 15% from every purchase you
make is donated to FES.

It doesn’t cost a penny extra to shop and raise funds, and as many retailers now
give extra discounts when you buy online, you can even save money!

To get yourself up and running with this fantastic facility log onto www.easy-
fundraising.org.uk and search FounDATION FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES then register

your details - simple!

Thanks and happy fundraising.

If you would like to comment on anything in Conserving Wildlife
please contact us at shane.fes@hotmail.co.uk
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BOOK REVIEW
Author : Scubazoo

surprises.and “delights, with vivid colg d *fascinatj
creature§ ingheir wondrous hab,"s'.'E-rom clicate sea horses to
majestic w??e sharks, Derling and Kingsley have pubhshed a
book whicl'sits proudly q.n"any coffee table. -

. ¥ ¥

Scubazoo are a ’[%'E'm of ypfofessional photograp}iers, marine
biologists afi@¥conseryationists based in Sabah, Malaysiasclose
to areas of great m#fine bio-diversity, whodl® dedicated to
preserving these areas of ‘Matufal beauty. The book falso has a
section on seeficonservation and maps 1nd1catfﬂg coral reefs and
mangrove swamps andggheir importance infhe enmfomé'nt

'. ¥ “ ¥
Their work has been featured on thegBBC; IMcovery Channei
and National geograﬁh'l:f@d they have*mclu c-f' el'rDVD which
adds another din#nsio this visual’ dear. -,Sa]es of the book
support the work of the Marine Cbnservatlthomet}; WEO have
included a forwarding section® " ;=3

]
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Ai!ﬂ'lgﬁde the sp‘ectacular photographs are captlons,;rldentlfylng

the sea'reatures, and giving an insight into'the thoughts of the

photo grapher
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“"Reading aboi?t- the_&ﬁstralign sea lions ‘and their playfulness,

while looking inito'those big brown eyes.staring out at me from
the page, made me remember the acrobatic cavortings of theW
pups that I had been lucky enblf"h telsaim with.

MARGIE CONNELL
REEF — EXPLORING THE UNDERWATER WORLD

. REEFS blue ringed octopus..
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-
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Plunge into the worlds most beautiful underwaterslandscapes,

without so much as geg.ng your toes wet! Here is a book that
will transport you to the ‘rainforests ‘fahe deep. Every page

Eye popping bri'.!;'l t pink, yellow, orange, corals and I’'m back on
the Barrier Reef thinkiffg of those Zi?lglng blue sta;ﬁsh

The graceful rayescenes remigded me of a trio who I thankfully
didn’t land on, as I jumped*ott the side of a boat!

‘Scuba divers y@#®love REEF. Each close-up surprises you, as
"if the fish were actually swimming up to your mask with every
page tutned. There’s also that wonderful feeling of being in
deep clear water and gazing up at the.sun through a school of
fishzenlysyou don’t have to worry what®ype of shark that is
‘swimmifig with %m because you’re really in your liy ﬁ room.
Alongside the beautiful lurk the predatory and poisonous.
Colourful coral snakes...very muchflike the one that®§wam in
front of me.while snotkelling'off Phi Phi Island in Thailand...
.dead ringer for the one I spotted
in a Sydney rock pooll '

Mangr;.ﬂre swamps and jungles of Kalimantan:®¥watch out for
ﬂbfc;ﬁpod‘les that glide alongside your boat while monkeys

Ilpr.ash tﬁroggh- fregs overhead.

“It’s"a book to remlnd you of places and creatures you might
have seen but also to inspire you to reach out into the unknown.
Challenging youto seek out new adventures in the underwater
world: (Stil] have to swim beside those giant whale sharks!)
quim;ding you what is below the depths and that it’s worth

preserving.

- L "FI.'
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“Are we on the verge of being an

endangered species?”

Letter from our General Manager

DearReaderS!..................................

The chance of a hot, dry summer has very good odds in the UK. This may be difficult
to believe, given our recent summers, but temperatures are rising. Six of the ten
warmest years noted on record in the UK were between 1995 and 2004. The past
century as shown the average global temperatures have risen by 0.74 degrees Celsius,

according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and will keep
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rising by between 1.1 and 6.4 degrees Celsius over the next century. This

is great news for the beach-cleaning team perhaps; but, alas, bad news for
mankind. Experts say rising temperatures may lead to increased drought as
well as flooding as the polar ice melts. This is likely to place an additional 80
— 120 MILLION people at risk of hunger with 70 — 80 percent of these being
in Africa. Worldwide floods affected 7 million people in the 1960s to 150

million today. U K winter floods cost nearly 500 million pounds in the year

2000 for the farming industry alone.

I know it is very easy to state figures and facts but Global Warming is happening - and
affecting life on the planet. It is already changing the food chain. Even if mankind is
at the top of the chain, does this

give the right to be complacent? THE GREEN SHIELD AWARD

Are we on the verge of belng an David Bellamy presented the Green Shield award to ‘Weatherspoons’ re-

endangered SpeCies? cently due to their recycling scheme. In this they fill up their vans with
items for recycling, rather than unthinkingly return the empty vans. This is
unusual for any chain outfits, as many of them cite ‘insurance’ as a ‘prob-
lem’. This is a bogus claim, covering up the fact that most other companies

Ron Bishop, General Manager and their managers simply do not want to be bothered with such a task.

THE FOUNDATION FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES Wish to congratulate ‘Weather-
spoons’ on the deserved award.

-
Do your carpets
and furnishings

need a face lift?

If so, why not turn to Safeclean, your
local high quality cleaning experts.

Over 80% of our business is generated by repeat custom and We onlyuse Drganic anc
environmentally friendly

products and can protect

- Fitted carpets = Curtains your home from 99% of air
= Rugs (including oriental rugs) = Wall coverings and surface allergens using
= Upholstery (including leather) = Hard flooring our new =feErE’ treatment.

For your no obligation quotation simply call sa ecleanm
0800 136369 ===

\\1 Ashbourne Parade, Hanger Lane, Ealing, London W5
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20 The Alders, Alder Road
Willowbank I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE THE FOLLOWING TO CONSERVE WILDLIFE IN 2009 & BEYOND!
New Denham
Buckinghamshire |:| £2 |:| £5 |:| £10 |:| £20 |:| £25
UB9 4AY

|:| I am a UK tax payer and would like to make a GIFTAID declaration

The FOUNDATION FOR ENDANGERED
SpECIES helps to preserve all
biodiversity and tries to stop the
“Mass Extinction of the
Species”

NOTES FOR GIFT AID:
1. If your declaration covers donations you may make in the future:

2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that FES
reclaims on your donations in the tax year.

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and capital gains equal to the tax the FES reclaims,

Make a donation today!

SIGNATUTE.....eeeiieeeiieeeiee ettt Date.....cceeevveennen.

a) Please notify FES if you change your name or address while the declaration is still in force. b) You can cancel the declaration at any time by
notifying FES - it will then not apply to donations you make on or after the date of cancellation or such later date as you specify.

Conserving wildlife is available as an
e-zine for those who have requested
it by email. You may also download it
from our website or a related webpage
by following a link. Opting to receive
the e-zine saves the foundation a lot
of moneys; it also saves trees from be-
ing cut down and used as paper. For
those who do not yet recycle, it saves
paper ending up in landfill sites too.
However not everyone has a com-
puter, and some people may never
be able to have one. The Foundation
believes that these people must never
be excluded from our activities, news
or goodwill, so we also produce old-
fashioned hard copy magazine. It can
also be purchased periodically at the
AMMA Stores, Oxford Road, New
Denham. We also sell the magazine
at our stalls and post annual copies to
subscribers.

you can cancel your declaration (see note 1)
4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return.
5. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask your local tax office for leaflet IR113 Gift Aid.

If you would like a hard copy of Con-
serving Wildlife, annual subscrip-
tions are available at £20 per annum
or £2 per month including p&p. Al-
ternatively make a donation using the
form provided and get one issue of
Conserving Wildlife Free.

VOLUNTEERS

FES is a charity that does not twist arms. It allows you to pitch in at your own
level. Please contact FES if you wish to get involved in any way. Recommen-
dations and applications are welcome. Get in touch for more information.

Black Horse, High Road.
Eastcote. Pinner. Middx
conserving wildlife distributors

Clinical Hypnosis in West London

ADVERTISING

Matthew Hall, Master in Clinical Hypnosis

Hypnotherapy

Counselling

Traumatic Incident Reduction
Eye Movement Therapies N [ X
Emotional Freedom Technique i :
Thought Field Therapy

AUTUMN COPY DEADLINE
11TH AUGUST

Stopping Smoking
Weight Control
Phobia Control

Publisher: FES Publications ©

Stress Management
Pain Management
Enhanced Performance

email: shane.fes@hotmail.co.uk Hillingdon, Uxbridge, Ealing

For Full Information and Details

of Rates visit www.ffes.org.uk 01895 810772

www.effectivehypnosis.co.uk

We are grateful for the support of lo-
cal businesses whose adverts appear in
this publication and whilst every care
is taken to ensure accuracy, the pub-
lishers cannot accept responsibility
for any errors, omissions, claims made
by advertisers or endorse companies,
products or services. This publication,
its contents and advert design are © of
FES publications. Any copying or re-
production in part of fully, is strictly
forbidden without our prior consent.

Recycling & Climate Change Ruislip Tandoori

Have you got any unwanted items that are clutter- el Crotis)

ing up your home? If so, and you do not mind doing
someone a favour and letting them have it for nothing;
get in tough with Conserving Wildlife and we will ad-
vertise it in our magazine. Then all you do is organise
its collection or delivery. This will solve two people’s

problems - and stop unnecessary landfill.
Ruislip Tandoori
Tel: 01895 632859

' & 115 High Street
- Thrsa,% REBLSJECQE& Ruislip Fax: 01895 674890
OV A Middx
i RECYCLE HA4 8JN Conserving Wildlife Distributors

&
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HIMRAIN PROJECT

DOES THIS BEAUTIFUL SCENE FASCINATE YOU?

THIS IS THE SAME DISTRICT IN WHICH THE
FOUNDATION FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES HAS PLANTED TREES | .. ot

a

b

Be part of something, sponsor a tree in "al in our ngoing
effort to create a woodland and wildlife habitat visit
www.ffes.org.uk for more details

el v,

e ) -

THE FOUNDATION FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES F
Registerd Charity No. 1114728 o




